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THIS GUIDE CAN HELP YOU TEACH TO THE FOLLOWING
COMMON CORE STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE

The standards quoted here are from the fifth grade. If youre teaching another grade, visit the Common Core
State Standards website (www.corestandards.org) to sce equivalent standards at your grade level.

Reading Standards for Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL 1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.

RL 2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a
story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

RL 3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on

specific details in the text.

Craft and Structure

RL 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language
such as metaphors and similes.

RL 5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a
particular story, drama, or poem.

RL 6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

Writing Standards

Text Types and Purposes

W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
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