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0...This book charms; thereds just something up if

package. 6~ Kirkus Reviews, starred review *
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O[ Truman] wi || have readers of all ages falling i
OA heartwarming tale of devotion that will be enj
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OTrumanseemingly small accomplishment will give r
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Q Learning activities align with CCSS (Common Core State Standards)
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Story Summary

Truman the tortoise lives with his Sarah, high above the taxis and the trash trucks and

the number eleven bus, which travels south. He never worries about the world

bel owéuntil one day, nalbigbackBagkraadidoes somahmg o
Truman has never seen before. She boards the bus! Truman waits for her to return. He
waits. And waits. And waits. And when he can wait no longer, he knows what he must

do. Even i f iimpossibdee ms é

About the Author

Jean Reidyo6s f un,-wihningpeturg a n
books have earned their spots as favorites among
readers and listeners of all ages and from all over

the world. She is a frequent presenter on writing and
reading and at schools and storytimes acr oss the
country fi in person and virtually. Jean is a member
of the Society of Childreni
lllustrators, the National Council of Teachers of
English, the Colorado Council International Reading
Association and she has served on the board of
Reach Out and Read Colorado. She writes from her home in Colorado where she lives

right across the street from her neighborhood

About the lllustrator

Lucy Ruth Cummins is a writer and illustrator, and also a full
time art director of picture books, middle grade books, and
young adult novels for Simon & Schuster Books for Young
Readers and Paula Wiseman books , the art director for
numerous New York Times and internationa | bestsellers, and
proudly serves as both art director and illustrator for Stuart
Gibbs's New York Times bestselling middle grade

mysteries. Lucy is the youngest of six children. She was born

in Canada (and lived in an actual log cabin!), raised in

upstate New York, and currently lives with her little family in
Brooklyn, New York. Her favorite food is the  French fry. Learn
more about Lucy and her work at lucyruthcummins.squarespace.com.
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Storytime Ideas

&) Invite children to act out the story as a finger play using the following

J@"—‘}; words and hand motions . To extend this activity, sea
video dictionaryo to | earn the American S

words such as turtle, crawl , bus, door , floor, school , etc.

Words Actions
Make the 0 t u r digh i@ American Sign Language
(ASL) by making a fist with thumb resting on top
Truman Plac e other hand over top of the thumb , allowing
thumbnail to stick out and wiggle to represent
turtleds head

loves Sarah, Cross hands over heart .

and Sarah Cross hands over heart .

loves Tru! Make ASL sign for turtle .

When Sarah goes to Kiss finger and touch to top of turtle hand
school,

what will Tru do? Make s hrugging motion with palms facing up
Hedl | crawl o u Crawl turtle hand up opposite vertical arm

and onto the floor Crawl turtle hand across opposite horizontal arm
But when the bus comes ... Puthandtoear .

Quickly extend hand and arm away from body to

VROOM! . .

mimic traveling bus
SCREECH! Hold up hand in a o0Stop!é
WHISH Use both hands to mimic bus door opening

Whoos at t he dPuthandtoear .
SARAH! Throw hands in air then hug yourself
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-\ Sing along to the tune of The Hokey Pokey with the following lines:

A

(|

=

You stretch one leg in, you stretch one leg out...
You tuck your green head in , you poke your green head ou t,...
You roll your round shell in, you roll your round shell out ...

You put your tiny tail in, you put your tiny tail out...

& & e e |

You crawl your whole self in, you crawl your  whole self out...

@my/ ") Prior to storytime, create make -and -take paper bag backpacks for
,"E.","-’// . . . H
L children (see directions on pages 6 and 7) . In each backpack kit
place 3 feet of yarn and a penny.

Print Truman standees (on following pag e) and hide them around the library for
young listeners to find. After reading the story, suggest that you had a whole lot
of Trumans that must have wandered away and ask children to find them.

Give each childa paper bag backpack. Demonstrate how you tape

one end of apiece of yarnto a Truman standee and one end to the z"/nl__“\
penny. When you drop the penny off the end of the table, Truman will ,./ )
walk/race. Encourage children to try different weighted coins at Mg B
home. & I
Supply children with additional slips of paper on which they can write or draw

other items or people they might like to take along to school. (Suggestions

include a blanket, pet, stuffed animal, toy, Mom , or Dad. ) Have them store

these additional items along with Truman in their backpack Kkit.
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STORYTIME BACKPACK K

Assemble a paper bag backpack for the storyti me activity oOTake Truman
Along. 6 Begin by folding a paper lunch bag as shown.

1. Glue the pocket onto the bag.

2. Glue the short tab horizontally onto the bag as
shown.

3. Glue the longer tab onto the back of the bag,
leaving room for the tab to curve over the top and be

tuck ed into the shorter tab .

4. Glue the straps (4 & 5) onto the back of the bag.

Guide created by Natalie Lorenzi (www.nataliediaslorenzi ) Artwork ©Lucy Ruth Cummins



) Artwork ©Lucy Ruth Cummins

www.nataliediaslorenzi.com

Guide created by Natalie Lorenzi (



Truman: Storytime and Curriculum Guide

Pre-Readimy

1. Ask children if they have a pet  or if they would like to have a pet. What are
some ways in which people take care of their pets? How do people show love
for their pets? How do pets show that they love their owners?

2. Have children tell about the  goodbye routines that  they share with loved
ones. Help children to categorize these routines; how many of them share a
special word or phrase? A gesture? A physical show of affection , like a hug ?

3. Ask about the longest journey that children have traveled . How did they get
there? How long did it take? What did they do to pass the time? What did they
do to prepare for the journey?

4. Have children t alk about a time when they did something that was
challenging or scary. How did they overcome their fear? Did someone help
them? Have they ever helped someone to conquer a fear?

5. Invite children to s hare about a time when  they had to wait for something
they wanted. How did they feel? What did they do to pass the time?

CCSS.ELALITERACY.SH.4
Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings
clearly.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.SR.4
Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details,
speaking audibly in coherent sentences.

CCSSMATH.CONTENT.1.MD.C4

Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories; ask and answer questions
about the total number of data points, how many in each category, and how many more or less
are in one category than in another.



Truman: Storytime and Curriculum Guide 9

WONDERFULWORDS

pensive vast

particularly  unchart ed

boarding unsettling

The words above may be new to your students within the context of this story.
Help them to use picture clues and context to build understanding of these
terms.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.R1.4

Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a
text.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RR.7

Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

Guide created by Natalie Lorenzi (www.nataliediaslorenzi ) Artwork ©Lucy Ruth Cummins
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Turn to the two -page spread of the city.

of noises might she hear from her window above
document camera to zoom in on this page, see if

the window with the yellow curtains.
tiny tort oise?

On the page spread where Truman is watching Sarah color, point out
that both charactersare o peacef ul

Before reading, display t h e
Point out the names of the author and

10

bookds

the illustrator and ask what jobs they do

in the making of a book. Focus
frontcover os
girl and the tortoise feel about each
other? Why do you think so?

ing on the
i ,ladk:iHewt do the |

Ask: Where does the girl | ive? What kind

readers can spot Truman

How might this scene look and sound

what makes them feel peaceful and pensive

Continue to turn the pages and allow students to look a

predictions. Pause on

thetoys f rom Tr umanos
details such as
shirt. Ask what the problem in the story

Wh a
on

Vi ew.
heart

of
br oken

Now g o back to the star t and read the story, allowing students to discuss their

predictions afterwards

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RK.6

With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of

each in telling the story.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RLL.7

U= illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.

this busy, city street? Using a

in
to a

the fact
a n oh this scens. iAsk ehddren

t the pictures and make
the page spread with the arial view of the toys on the pink

rug. What kinds of toys do they see? Turn the page
poi nt
t he

to show the up -close view of

t i
t he

might be as well as possible solutions.

ccve

on

surp
hor se
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After Reading

(Based on Bl oomd6s Revised Taxonony)

1. What are some of the objects that Truman used to help him in his quest to find
his Sarah? (Remember ing)

2. Which object made  Truman feel the most brave ? Why? (Understand ing)

33Truman knew that Sarah had o0...left before.
made Truman start to worry this time ? Why did Truman feel proud at the end of

the story? Tell about a time when you did something challenging and felt proud

of yourself. (Apply ing)

4. Which clues helped Truman realize that something would be different on this
day? Tell how each clue brought Truman to his final conclusion that Sarah had
left for her first day of school. (Analyzing)

51 n the story, Truman 0 Wathousadd taatoise hoars,thand hour
ishdé What do you think the(Baluatilgpr means by t hi s
6. What are some of the things that Sarah said to Truman when she came home

and found him on the floor near the front door? If Truman could talk, what might
he have said to his Sarah? Turn to a partner and roleplay what Sarah and
Truman might say to each other in this scene if Truman could talk. (Creating)

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RL.K.1
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RI3.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their
actions contribute to the  sequence of events

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RK.9
With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of
characters in familiar stories.



Learning Activities

I n the story, Truman 0 Wathousaddtatoisehousand F
hours, thatis i 6

Ask students what they think the author means by this : What time of
day did Sarah likely leave for school? What time of day was it when
she returned home? What picture and text clues help to answer this

question? Di scuss this simile with children: O0ONow
head and Hewrdoe&s this tell us about Trumanijs
of time?

Review your class schedule for the day. Now  make a schedule/timeline of what
Trumands day mi ght inthastoey, lhbeliogeacth activitykvith a
time of day . Slow waaaaaay down for tortoise time! Help children to time  how
long it takes them to walk across the room with a normal walking pace. How
long might that same journey take for Truman?

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RIO.4
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.IMD.B.3
Tell and write time in hours and  half -hours using analog and digital clocks.

Guide created by Natalie Lorenzi (  www.nataliediaslorenzi.com )  Artwork ©Lucy Ruth Cummins
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What are the difference sbetween turtle sand tortoise s?
Guide students through research on turtles and tortoises
using non -fiction books, databases, and websites. (Try
sear chi ng tfoo rsdefidtiowd.com .)

Organize your facts using the graphic organizer on following page by having

students write, draw, or place fact cards in the appropriate boxes (facts
pertaining only to tortoises go in the box
tortoise facts go in the box | abeled oOturt
students to understand that  all tortoises are turtles, but not all  turtles are tortoises .

Once your students are experts on the matter, guide them through the story

once again for clues that Truman is a tortoise kind of turtle! (For example, there is

no water in Trumands tank for swi monarag, hi
they flippers, and he eats vegetables i well, and the occasional donut or two!)

CCSS.ELALITERACY.WK.2
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts
in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.WK.7
Participate in shared research and writing projects

CCSS.ELALITERACY.W2.8
Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a
guestion.
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Turtles

Tortoises

omnivorous herbivorous live mostly on land

live mostly in water non -webbed toes

webbed feet or flippers

Guide created by Natalie Lorenzi (www.nataliediaslorenzi ) Artwork ©Lucy Ruth Cummins
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Review the illustration showing Tr uman 6 s

pat h

15

a cHawe stedentsh e

follow the dashed line with their fingers to trace Tr umands pat h.

‘."7
‘ ./\

‘ I
/“'-_ nd the pillow
propped just nght,

\&/

Using items and furniture in the classroom and other materials (such as paper
towel tubes, craft sticks, blocks, etc.) let students create their own obstacle
course for Truman. Children can use their Truman standees (template on page

5) to walk Truman thro ugh their obstacle course.

Afterwards, ask:

1. Which part of your course was easiest for Truman? The most difficult?
2. Which part was the quickest for Truman? The slowest?
3. Are there any parts of the course that you had to adjust or change during

your planning? Why?

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RK.7

With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in
which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RI.K.10

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

room.
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In Truman, we hear the story of Sarahts
from Trumanos Ipookianthe scerfe wheie Saxvah

is reading her handmade book to Truman in his tank. Ask

students w hat they think Sarah issaying. Might she be telling

the story from her point of view, ol
view?

Using the following story plot organizer, help students to:

1. retell the story from T r u ma n 0tof vievo iamit is told in the book

2.tellt he story from Sarahds point of view as 35he
day without her

3.tell Sarahds story oforher first day of schcol
4. tell a story about a time when  they were brave or did something hard.

Depending on the age of your students, this can be done as a class story, or

students can write or dictate their own stories. The story plot organizer on the

followingpage can be used to retell TJinghoanhfords st or Vv c
another story.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RK.2
With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.RK.3
With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.WK.3

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely
linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction
to what happened.

CCSS.ELALITERACYRL.1.9
Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.
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Main character:

o L
R ¥
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ -
wanted
main character
but then

until finally,
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Show the pages in the story where Truman sees the three

oor di nar ybistank thlough the lens of new possibilities.
Have children make tortoise glasses using the template on the

18

following page copied onto cardstock. A dd Trumanos

the side of one lens (opera -glasses style) for hold ing the
glasses up.

Ask students to look through their tortoise glasses and try to see their classroom

as a tortoise might. Most reptiles have poor vision, but turtles and tortoises have
excellent eyesight and ar e especially attracted to  bright colors. Which areas of

your classroom might make a  tiny tortoise feel right at home? What might be
some not -so-tortoise -friendly areas of the room?

Use this activity as a springboard for discussing how someone on crutches or in a
wheelchair might view the classroom. How about someone with a visual
impairment ? What might be some obstacles, and which items in the room might
not be accessible? Discuss mo difications that could be made in order to make
the classroom safe , welcoming, and accessible for anyone.

During this discussion, hel p student s
perspectives using sentence stems such as:

o | connectwithwhat [clas smate] said because....
o |wantto add on to what [classmate] said...

o [ Classmateds] comment made me think

CCSS.ELALITERACY.SK.1.B
Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.SR.1.B
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.

|l egs, and tail to each otortoi

t

S e

(0]

head,
s 1el

conn

about .
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TORTOISE GLASSES CWUTS

an
11T

b de

&S S
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In which direction does the  number 11 bus travel in order to take

Sarah to school? Which way would it travel to bring Sarah home?
Look at the last page showing Sarah and Truman in the back of
the bus. Are they going to school, or home again? How does the

sign at the top of the bus give you a clue?

Show students a Googl e Map of your school 6s communit
where they live in relation to the school. Point out the compass rose on the map.

In which direction do they travel to school in the morning and home again in

the afternoon?

Have studentshelpc r eat e a map of your ercanareal 6s comnmun
carpet . Sudents can replicate local landmarks, including their school, with

drawings or building materials (such as blocks or tissue boxes) . Use duct tape or

masking tape for important roads . Add a compass rose. Using toy bus es, cars,

and dolls, encourage children to show others how they get to school.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.SK .4
Describe familiar...places...and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.KG.B.5
Model shapes in the world by building shapes from components and drawing shapes.

Invite an amphibian expert to visit your classroom
to talk about the amazing qualities of turtles and
tortoises.

To prepare for the event, do the following:

1. If children will be allowed to hold or touch the
animals, review safety rules such as washing
hands before and after touching any animal.

2. Explain that turtle and tortoise shells are  covered from the same material as
our fingernails, and their bodies can feel pressure through their shells. To illustrate
this, ask children to pretend that their index fingernail is a tortoise shell. With a
wash able marker, help children to draw two eyes, two tiny holes for the nose,



