
It’s the dry, dusty winter season in Nigeria,  
and Anna Hibiscus is getting ready to visit her 
Canadian grandmother in the third adventure of 

Atinuke’s lively chapter-book series.
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Use these discussion questions in your classroom 
to engage more deeply with the story.
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•	 Why is the decision to figure 
out how to give the children 
water an important one for 
Anna Hibiscus to make? What 
does she learn in the process?

•	 How does Anna feel when she 
is blamed for eating all the 
sweets? What did her family 
do to correct their mistake? 
Can you remember a time 
when you were blamed for 
something you didn’t do? 
What happened?

•	 When Anna’s female relatives 
volunteer to take her 
shopping, her grandmother 
makes them change their 
clothes. What do you think of 
this decision?

•	 How does each gift Anna’s 
family give her demonstrate 
their love for her?

•	 Anna Hibiscus wants to tell 
her family she loves them, 
but they are all too busy. How 
does her family make it right 
before she leaves for her trip? 
How does her family show 
Anna that she is loved and 
that they will miss her? What 
did she misunderstand about 
why everyone seemed too 
busy for her? Were they too 
busy for her after all?
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Good Luck, Anna Hibiscus!


